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Descrição da tarefa 


Task decription 

Designação da tarefa 


Task denomination
7 - Drawing Science

Data de início
Start date
Data de fim
End date
Duração (em meses)
Duration (in months)
Pessoas * mês nesta tarefa 


Person * month in this task
01-01-2007

31-12-2009

36

34,2

Resultados esperados 


Expected results
- A Workshop on Scientific Illustration will be organized, under the supervision of Dr. Pedro Salgado and the collaboration of the BIC grant holder 2. 
Dr. Salgado, who studied Biology (Univ. Lisboa, 1984) and Scientific Illustration (Univ. California, 1989), is presently a teacher of scientific illustration at Lisbon Fine Art School and Autonoma University, is one the most distinguished scholars in the area of scientific drawing, not to mention his brilliant career as the author of many botanical and zoological illustrations (Aquário da Madeira, Oceanário de Lisboa, Portugal, Angola and Guiné national mail stamps, among others). The seminar will begin with a general introduction to scientific illustration. Then it will go over the history of scientific illustration, with particular attention to Portugal. Finally it will analyse the relation between scientific illustration and the development of knowledge in science. Other prominent illustrators and scholars will be invited to participate to the Seminar.

- The BIC grant holder 2 will be in charge of a special research, under the supervision of Prof. Pedro Salgado, exhaustively surveying the portuguese production in the area of scientific illustration. This survey is quite ambitious in scope, intending to cover the five century lasting tradition of scientific illustration in Portugal, that is the period that goes from the age of Discoverings to the present day. The results of the mentioned survey will be included in the database of the LISBON CENTER OF IMAGE BETWEEN SCIENCE AND ART (LCISA).

- The BIC grant holder 2 will also compose a selection of portuguese masterpieces in scientific illustration which will be a fundamental contribution to the final exhibition (see the task "Crossings").

- Furthermore, as a result of the scientific research developed by Dr. Salgado and the BIC grant holder 2, three papers on scientific illustration in Portugal will be published.

Descrição da tarefa
Task description
Scientific drawing has always been a crucial mean in the comunication of knowledge in many areas, as, for instance, Botany or Zoology. The case of Anatomy is particularly significative. Andreas Vesalius, the author of the "Humani Corporis Fabrica" not only personally dissected and studied bodies, but also drawed wonderful illustrations of his findings, thus giving a dramatical contribution to the study of human body and founding a whole scientific tradition. This may explain, at least in part, why modern photography did not supersede scientific drawing, which may not seem obvious at all. It is probably due to the peculiar nature of drawing itself: while photography excels in reproducing reality with growing faithfullness and detail, scientific drawing actively investigate nature and aims at constructing a sort of abstract image, the sensible representation of a concept. A scientific drawing does not depict this particular animal or that single plant, but a whole species. 

Portugal has a five century lasting tradition in scientific illustration. All the main Portuguese exploring expeditions, in Africa, India and South America had at least one nature scientist in it, decided to study and register the wonderings of the newfound lands: faboulous animals like the rhino, exotic plants from which spices are produced, new and strange declinations of mankind. Portugal then possess an astounding archive of botanical, zoological, paleontological and anthropological illustrations made during the last five century. But contemporary Portugal is still producing many high quality works in scientific drawing. One can not forget the fundamental role played by Alfredo Conceição in the area of biological illustration. Today, a fundamental role in the development and teaching of scientific drawing is played by the biologist and artist Pedro Salgado. 
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