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Membros da equipa de investigação que participam nesta tarefa
Members of the research team who participate in this task
Nome
Name
(BI) Bolseiro de Investigação (Lic. ou Bacharel) 1

Manuel Luís Valente Alves

(BTI) Bolseiro Técnico de Investigação (sem grau acad.) 1

Cristina de Sousa Azevedo Tavares



Descrição da tarefa 


Task decription 

Designação da tarefa 


Task denomination
8 - Anatomical Drawings in the collection of the Museum of Medicine (FM/UL)

Data de início
Start date
Data de fim
End date
Duração (em meses)
Duration (in months)
Pessoas * mês nesta tarefa 


Person * month in this task
01-01-2007

31-12-2009

36

45

Resultados esperados 


Expected results
The main object of this task is the identification, catalogation and study of the anatomical drawings from the Museum of Medicine collection (thousands of items), to be done mostly by the grant holder 1 (BIC) under the scientific supervision of Manuel Valente Alves. 

The project aims to contribute to the study of that rich and quite unexplored material, calling attention to its scientific, artistic and epistemological value by the interdisciplinar analisys and interlacing of these data with arts, philosophy and the development of medical science.

- As a result, a Anatomical Catalogue will be published which will contain the identification, classification and study of all catalogued items. 

- The project will also construct and make available a large image database in which those drawings will be included - Lisbon Centre of Image between Art and Science. Both initiatives will allow scholars and public to access this important depository of Lisbon University Medical School 

-The project will organize a workshop on the "Anatomical Drawings in the collection of the Museum of Medicine". 

- Further, 3 papers on "Anatomical Drawings in the collection of the Museum of Medicine" will be published.

- The work done with anatomical drawings from the collection of the Museum of Medicine will constitute one of the main basis for the final exhibition (see Crossings). Those drawings will be put in parallel with contemporary artworks so to question the relations between biology and technology, visibility and transparency and art´s transformation into science and science´s transformation into art, in an interdisciplinary perspective. 

- This line of research will also organize a panel in the final conference (see Crossings) on "Anatomical Drawings and the paradigms of scientific medicine" (the morphological and the cibernetic paradigms). Lecturers will be invited from the area of medicine, philosophy, sciences, arts, sociology, anthropology and communication. 

- the colection of the presented materials will contribute to the edition of the final exhibition catalogue (see Crossings). 

- all this work (namely Catalogue, database, final exhibition and book editing) will necessarily require the technical support of grant holder BIT

Descrição da tarefa
Task description
Identification, catalogation and study of anatomical drawings from the Museum of Medicine collection (thousands of items). Many of the drawings, representing the first paradigm of scientific medicine, are conceptually near to those of Andreas Vesalius (1514-1554), a realist work that borke Galen´s tradition, opening the path to the discoveries of W. Harvey (1578-1657) on blood circulation. Other drawings, though, are similar to the ones "fantasized" by Leonardo (1452-1519), still owing to middle-age and galenic conceptions. As for pathological anatomy, the Museum also possess a great number of microscopic drawings used in teaching. Those are based on the chemical paradigm wich, quoting Foucault, gave birth to a "medicine of pathological reactions that dominated the XIXth century and to a certain extent the XXth century, being that, not without methodological modifications, the medicine of pathological agents will fit into it". For this paradigm all life processes may be described in chemical terms, and disease may be explained through chemical causes which are expressible in mesureable parameters (glucose, ureia, electrolites, etc); these alterations have diagnostic relevance e prognostic significance and can be chemically corrected. 
The interlacing of these data with arts, philosophy and the development of medical science in the era of virtuality - emphasizing the decline of medicine as sensible experience - will allow us to analyse the issues related to body´s visibility: is visibility a synonym of transparency? how is image able to integrate the very body reality, even to subsitute it? We know that recent genetic discoveries point at a body that is not a prosthetic nor cibernetic one, but a hybrid body, the object of a mutation in its own structure that take on a biotic dimension, or a body that holds in its cellular structure the embryo of its own prosthetic cloning. To do so the whole conception of life will have to be revised. We know that Medicine articulated a perfect discourse about disease and about life, based on scientific research and experimentation, producing a knowledge that allows the classifying of causes and behaviours. But, in future, when systems of self-diagnosis and care are forseen, what will be the role of medicine? This is one of the crucial questions for the debate, the answers may significatively enrich the state of the art of this area.
This is a labour intensive activity that fully justifies the envolvment of two junior research fellows supervised by the senior members of the team.
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